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April 9,2004 

Oscar Hernandez 
HPV Chemicals Branch 
Risk Assessment Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Dr. Hernandez: 

The LAB Sulfonic Acids Coalition (Coalition) consists of five member companies (Colgate- 
Palmolive Company, Akzo Nobel Surface Chemistry LLC, The Dial Corporation, Stepan 
Company, and Unilever HPC-USA) and is independent of any other HPV Challenge Program 
or OECD SIDS Consortium. The Coalition is submitting a revised and final assessment plan 
report and robust summary document for the Linear Alkylbenzene (LAB) Sulfonic Acids 
category. These revised documents address all comments provided by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The revised documents also address a guinea pig 
sensitization study (recent TSCA 8e submission) on a mixture of materials that included 
17.5% dodecylbenzene sulfonic acid (CAS No. 27276-87-O). 

An overview of the revisions is presented herein to facilitate further review by EPA and other 
interested parties. Overall, the EPA comments can be classified into two general groups. 

1) Requests for additional detail to be added into the robust summaries 
2) Clarification of the relationship between LAB sulfonic acids and supporting or 

surrogate substances 
3) Clarification of the adequacy of the ecological data and request for additional detail 

Each of these areas is discussed in more detail below. Pertinent modifications have been 
made to the assessment plan and robust summary documents. Detailed responses to specific 
EPA comments are included as an appendix to this letter. 
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used exclusively as intermediates in the production of LAS. Worker exposure is extremely 
limited and highly controlled through engineering controls, personal protective equipment, 
and the use of closed production systems. There is no consumer exposure to LAB sulfonic 
acids since they are not used in consumer products. 

If you have any questions regarding the final assessment plan report or the robust summaries, 
please contact me at 202-737-8400 (telephone), 202-737-8406 (fax) or 
jheinze@iohnadams.com (email). 

Sincerely, 

John E. Heinze, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President, Science 
John Adams Associates Inc. 

cc: David J. Kent, Compliance Services International 




















	ar3: 201-15171


